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SPECIAL NOTES

1. Referring to Psalm 22 (My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?), BXVI said:

Even in the days of the Old Covenant, those who prayed the Psalms were not just individual
subjects, closed in on themselves. To be sure, the Psalms are deeply personal prayers,
formed while wrestling with God, yet at the same time they are uttered in union with all who
suffer unjustly, with the whole of Israel, indeed with the whole of struggling humanity, and so
these Psalms always span past, present, and future. They are prayed in the presence of
suffering, and yet they already contain within themselves the gift of an answer to prayer, the
gift of transformation.

On the basis of their belief in Christ, the Fathers took up and developed this fundamental
theme, which modern scholarship calls “corporate personality”: in the Psalms, so Augustine
tells us, Christ prays both as head and as body...as the one who unites us all into a single
common subject and incorporates us all into himself...as “body”, that is to say, all of our
struggles, our voices, our anguish, and our hope are present in his praying.

(BXVI, Jesus of Nazareth, Part 11, p.215)

Referring to the doxology of Psalm 150 (Praise God in his sanctuary, praise him in his
mighty firmament!), St. JPII said:

Thus between heaven and earth a channel of communication is established in which the
action of the Lord meets the hymn of praise of the faithful. The liturgy unites the two holy
places, the earthly temple and the infinite heavens, God and man, time and eternity.

During the prayer, we accomplish an ascent towards the divine light and together experience
a descent of God who adapts himself to our limitations in order to hear and speak to us, meet
us and save us.

(JPII, General Audience, Feb 26, 2003.)
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